
Dear WoodRocker . .  .  . . . and RESIDENT of the CITY OF JOBURG 
  
Late in February 2019 a notice was circulated to all regarding a community meeting to be held on 7th March at 
Bryanston Country Club to address the community's concerns regarding issues surrounding City of Joburg 
TOWN PLANNING Department and recent changes that the COJ have implemented - and will implement - 
regarding town planning, densification, inclusionary housing, changes to the Land Usage Scheme, etc.    
  
On behalf of WKRRA, I attended both the large (400+ people) open meeting on Thursday, 7th March at 
Bryanston CC (called by residents, not COJ) as well as a follow-up meeting on Friday 15th March in Sandton.  
This follow-up meeting was attended by 15 people representing various Resident Associations and from there 
we elected a 'Steering Committee' of 5, decided on a name for the organisation, appointed Gary Dukes 
Attorneys as the interim communication / administration office. We discussed the meeting of 7th March in-
depth and the Interim Steering Committee was tasked to produce follow-up documentation for circulation to 
the community and to make immediate contact with COJ regarding the communities’ concerns surrounding 
the future of Johannesburg.  
  
For those of you who have followed this debate in the media or via our website (under Road Closure Bulletins) 
you will recognise that our city is to change drastically and these changes will have a dramatic effect on your 
properties. As we have continuously stated, WKRRA is not against CONTROLLED DENSIFICATION but we are 
extremely concerned about what appears to be draconian measures taken by the City of Joburg without any 
REAL INPUT from the residents / rate payers. 
Please see the attachment JUST.1 - NODAL Review which deals with these changes / proposed changes. 
  
At the above meeting it became clear that Resident Associations could not continue to act individually against 
Town Planning or the City of Joburg, and it was thus decided to form a Non-Profit Company as an umbrella 
body for the Resident Associations in Johannesburg, in order for that organisation to effectively deal with the 
City of Johannesburg, offering sound advice on the way forward and also having the 'clout' to make 
themselves heard. 
Please see the attachment JUST.2 - Feedback and Update which deals with the meeting of March 7th, 2019. 
  
Please see the attachment JUST.3 - Community Concerns which deals with the questions put to the City at the 
meeting (some from the floor but many were pre-sent to the organisers and submitted to COJ prior to the 
meeting, for their attention).  No real answers were available from the City and their arrogance was appalling.  
  
The next attachment  JUST.4 - Letter to the City is the steering committee's letter addressed to the City of 
Joburg which will be the start of our interactions with the City. 
Please note that JUST is utilising the services of Gary Dukes in the interim, until registration of JUST is affected 
and a Bank account and various other Administrative structures are completed. 
  
The final attachment JUST.5 - The Power of Many summarises the need for all Residents Associations to stand 
together and points to the various immediate issues that need to be addressed. 
  
WKRRA's initial sentiments on the above are: 

That it is comforting to know that we are not the only resident association that is grappling with a non-
responsive Town Planning Department. 
That the pressures we feel around uncontrolled densification are valid and are experienced by many 
others in the community. 
That our extreme concerns surrounding the provision of adequate utilities, environmental control / 
greening of areas, transport and traffic congestion etc. are shared by many. 
That the money we have already spent on professional services to no avail demands a serious rethink on 
the way we approach our neighbourhood’s challenges. 
That the Precinct Plan that we produced and submitted to COJ in 2015 was never considered and is still 
‘lying in wait’ on some COJ employee’s desk. 
That all our formally prepared and delivered Objections to certain changes in our area were never really 
taken into account, and that no respected action by COJ took place. 



That we have no real way forward on our own, and that the creation of an 'umbrella body' of passionate, 
law-abiding, forward thinking Resident Associations is the way to go. 
That there is NO REAL PUBLIC PARTICIPATION when COJ changes existing By-Laws and Structures and that 
the proposed By-Laws give all power to City Officials – Judge / Jury / Executioner. 
That the community WANTS to work WITH the City of Joburg in designing a City which will accommodate 
everyone and to bring our myriad skills to assist in a City we are happy to pass on to future generations. 
That we need to be part of a pro-active and strong group of people who will, if/when necessary, legally 
challenge the COJ and hold the COJ accountable to the people. 

  
Where to from here? 

JUST is needing funding – whether by individuals or by organisations such as Resident 
Associations.   Please see the information attached and know that even a R100 individual donation will 
assist. 

WKRRA has pledged R10,000 from our Professional Fund, which is one-third of our previous non-productive 
“Attorney spend” and 50% of what Melrose & two other RA’s have pledged. 

JUST is needing passionate, skilled people to join the committee, either as full time Committee Members 
or part-time Advisors – do YOU have something to offer for the future of Johannesburg? 
JUST is needing people to pass on the above message to EVERYONE who lives in Johannesburg, so that our 
City Management can truly become accountable to the residents. 

  
Yours sincerely 
Wendy M. Robertson 
Director - WKRRA 
Woodmead Khyber Rock Residents Association 
P.O. Box 2719, Rivonia, 2128 
email: info@woodrock.co.za 
Facsimile: 086.691.6198 
Mobile: 083.700.2401 
  

















Metropolitan Nodes
Character of the 
Node/Zone 

Land use Mix Guidelines Development Guidelines (general Principles) 
Residential Density Height 

CHARACTER & 
DEVELOPMENT IN-
TENT: 
Secondary Mixed 
use/commercial nodes..

DESIRED / ENOURAGED: 
Highest Mix of Land Uses (up to 100% of 
floor area per building may be for non-
residential, but internal mix per building 
promoted). ..

DESIRED / ENOURAGED: 
Within nodal core and around transit stations 
a density of 150+ du/ha. 
MINIMUM: 
80 du/ha..

DESIRED / ENOURAGED: 
3 to 20 (with surrounding built form, 
area character, physical and 
geographic considerations and 
motivation) …

Suburban Zone
Character of the 
Node/Zone 

Land use Mix Guidelines Development Guidelines (General Principles) 
Residential Density Height 

CHARACTER & 
DEVELOPMENT 
INTENT:
Medium to low density 
residential areas..

Mainly residential, but with local non-
residential functions supported as per 
scheme. Where high streets are pre-
sent, higher mix and intensity of land 
uses sup-ported (as with the General..

As per index section 4.2 
Additional density can be considered based on 
contextual assessments, site specific merits 
and inclusionary housing. 

Up to 3 or as per scheme 
Additional heights can be 
considered based on con-textual 
assessments and site specific 
merits… 

Agricultural/Peri-Urban Zone
Character of the 
Node/Zone 

Land use Mix Guidelines Development Guidelines (general Principles) 
Residential Density Height 

CHARACTER & 
DEVELOPMENT 
INTENT: 
Low density and 
intensity…

Agricultural or low inten-sity
residential uses. Non-residential uses 
as per scheme.

As per index section 4.2 As per scheme







NODAL REVIEW

QUESTION 
Was provision made for infrastructure 
upgrading?
Was consideration taken of  the effect on the 
City’s tax base prior to the City considering 
same?
This would entail detailed precinct planning 
and identify consequences of policies such as 
this, has this been undertaken?







LAND USE

QUESTION 

The new policies reduce site boundaries 
and offer no protection for the tree 
canopy.  No current mechanism exists in 
land use for the retention of existing 
trees when an SDP is submitted and 
most sites are already graded flat by the 
time the SDP is drafted and circulated. 
How does the city expect to preserve 
the urban forest?





INCLUSIONARY HOUSING

QUESTION 
The Council has the postal/email address of 
every ratepayer, so why did they not include 
information about the proposed policy along 
with the monthly rates account?  This would 
genuinely allow for proper public participation



This is how the legislation will affect 
you:

1. The character of your neighbourhood is about to drastically change; 
2. You were not properly consulted;
3. This will negatively affect the provision of municipal services such as 

electricity, water and sewerage;
4. There is no coherent plan to handle the increased traffic that will 

result from such densification. 
5. This legislation could result in spaza shops and shebeens in your 

neighbourhood;
6. You may have an office block, high rise apartment block or even a 

warehouse as your new neighbour; 
7. The right to object and be notified has been minimized;
8. Procedures to effect these changes have been greatly simplified;
9. Non-agricultural uses will be permitted in agricultural areas; 
10. All erven throughout the City are entitled to add two additional 

dwellings to their existing residential properties;
11. The urban forest will be destroyed;
12. Building lines will be relaxed; 
13. all in the name of densification.



With such radical densification there 
will be:

1. a lack of open spaces and social facilities;
2. the collapse of electricity and water supply, 

stormwater and sewer systems and consequential 
environmental damage;

3. flight of taxpayers to places that offer better 
quality of life with the resultant drop in taxes 
received by the Municipality   
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QUESTIONS FROM COMMUNITY MEETING 
HELD AT BRYANSTON COUNTRY CLUB 7TH MARCH 2019

1. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

new

2. LAND USE



3. NODAL REVIEW

4. GENERAL

City of Johannesburg Global North USA
South Africa do the same



5. IMPACT



6. LACK OF SERVICES

7. QUALIFICATION
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DUKE ATTORNEYS





WWHERE TO FROM HERE?

THE POWER OF MANY 

A: Talking to the City 
Nodal review policy
Window of opportunity!
B: Time to litigate
Land Use Scheme
Inclusionary Housing Scheme
Time is short
Costs?



JJUST
for

Residents
NPC



DDonations to:
Duke Attorneys Trust

Absa Fourways
Account number:

409 467 7972
Branch code: 632005

Email to: gwd@dukeatt.co.za
Reference: your name/residents 

association name



MMAKE YOUR VOICE COUNT!


